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A portion of the proceeds is being donated to the:

Momma Cindy Soldier Program

Sponsored by
Whispering River Animal Rescue

Sat June 24, 10-4
Sun June 25 10-1

(numbers drawn at 1:30)

Gratwick Fire Hall 
110 Ward Road
N. Tonawanda

Over 200 Baskets!!

Hooves and Heroes 
Basket Raffle

**DONATED ITEMS RECEIVE A FREE SHEET OF TICKETS!!**

Lutheran Church of the Messiah
915 Oneida Street, Lewiston

Saturday, June 17th
   11:30am to 3:00pm
         or until sold out

Pre-sale 
Available

 For tickets call 716-754-4944

$15
Cash or 
Check

Chiavetta’s Chicken BBQ

For more information or to book your trip

 Call 716-693-0793

The Way To Go 
Tours Inc.
“Your Guide to Discovery”

Details:  www.thewaytogotours.com
Questions:  waytogo580@gmail.com

June 30 - Frankie Valli & Four Seasons -  
    Chautauqua - (4 seats available) 

July 8 - Windmill Farms & Seneca  
    Lake Cruise - 15 seats left

Aug. 9 - 30th Annual Best of Buffalo 

Aug. 30 - Erie, PA & Presque Isle

Sept. 5-8 - Cape Cod & Nantucket  
    with Boston

Sept. 14 - Conewango Valley Amish - 
    Southern Tier

Oct. 10-13 - Hoosier Fall Foliage, Indiana

Oct. 19 - PA Amish - New Wilmington, PA

Oct. 21 - Christmas in the Woods,  
    Columbiana, OH

Nov. 14-15 - Miracle of Christmas,  
    Lancaster, PA

Collette Tours:  
Best refund Policy w/their Cancellation Insurance

Sept. 9-17 - Pacific Northwest & California  
    - Please Call
Nov. 6-14 - Tropical Costa Rica - Please Call
Jan. 16-29 - Journey to Antarctica -   
    Aboard the National Geographic Explorer  
    - Please Call“This newspaper keeps you connected 

to your community...And it’s free!”  
Go online any time you want

wnypapers.com

Tonawanda, ran the concession 
stand, with proceeds going to its 
food pantry and groceries pro-
gram for military veterans.

Ed Trouse of Pendleton has 
had cars all his life, so owning 
a vintage car was a natural pro-
gression for him. 

“It’s a 1932 Ford High Boy pow-
ered by a small block Chevy,” he 
explained. The car was already 
built when he bought it, then he 
added special touches. “I made 
the convertible top and person-
alized the car myself.” Home in 
his garage is an original 1969 Ca-
maro Z-28 that he has had for 53 
years. 

Next to Trouse in the display 
area was Paul Vallas of Ham-
burg, who also exhibits a 1932 
Ford with a small block Chevy 
motor. It took him four years to 
build it himself, with some de-
lays beyond his control. 

“Unlike some people who think 
it’s a kit car, I bought a frame and 
a body, then I built it from there,” 
he said. “You build it to your own 
taste and everybody tries to do 
a little something that makes 
theirs a little more unique.”

“But you also can build your 
car to match a period of time,” 
Vallas said. “My car is more of 
a traditional car that was made 
very popular in the ’50s, early 
’60s. Mine is what they refer to 
as a traditional hot rod.”

He said he bought a reproduc-
tion chassis. 

“The body is metal, which is 
a big deal,” Vallas said. “Trying 
to fi nd an original ’32, I’d have to 
sell my house. First of all, they’re 
nonexistent, and if you do fi nd 
one, and somebody has it and is 
knowledgeable, it’s just so much 
money. They refer to those cars 
as ‘Henry steel.’ Henry Ford 
made the cars.”

He said the top-ranking value 
among show cars is a “Henry 
steel car” – a car with some his-
tory, perhaps made in the 1950s, 
having won certain car shows. 
Vallas said that kind of car is be-
yond the reach of the average 
guy; next after that, he said, is 
the traditional hot rod with metal 
reproduction chassis; ranking af-
ter that are the fi berglass classic 
cars, which can be equally beau-
tiful but less costly.

Vallas frequents a number of 
Western New York car shows. 

“The biggest one I know is in 
Eastern Hills Mall – they it have 
once a month,” he said. “I think 
there was a thousand cars there.” 

Vallas said another themed 

event, “Cars and Coffee,” is gain-
ing popularity locally. There are 
eight more of this type of cruise 
scheduled on Sundays through-
out the summer at 2565 Young 
St., Niagara Falls.

Bob Slomba of Wheatfi eld 
rebuilt a modifi ed 1953 Chevy 
Suburban that came out of South 
Dakota. 

“It’s rust-free, it has a new 
Chevy V-8 motor in it, all-new 
suspension, navigation, back-up 
camera, leather interior. It’s a 
nice hot rod,” he said. 

Slomba also rebuilt a 1971 
Chevy pickup, originally from 
Texas, that has been modifi ed 
with all new technology. It also 
sits low to the ground as is the 
trend with these cars. 

“It’s all in how you present the 
vehicle,” he said. “We put it down 
on the ground, that’s what’s in 
today.” The vintage look is also 
easier for vintage car owners to 
get into, some would say.

Bill Slomba of North Tonawa-
nda parked his pristine 1956 
Chevy next-door to the vehicles 
of his cousin, Bob. 

“It’s got a 355 Chevy motor, 
fuel-injected,” he said. “It’s low-
ered, it’s got a newer interior, it’s 
got a stainless exhaust, it’s got a 
four-speed automatic transmis-
sion. Overdrive … it’s been done 
since 1996.”

Slomba said it’s fun to drive. 
“You go down the road, people 

give you thumbs up … it’s gets a 
lot of attention,” he said. Slomba 
noted ’55, ’56 and ’57 Chevys are 
referred to as “Tri-fi ves.” “It was 
a real popular vintage.”

James Tiede of Niagara Falls 
was one of a very few who drove 
a military vehicle he owns to 
display for cruise night. Tiede 
was in the military service for 
30 years as a combat engineer 
in both the Army and the Air Na-
tional Guard.

His is a 1990 tow truck/recov-
ery vehicle that weighs 37,000 
pounds when empty. It has six-
wheel drive. 

“It is capable of going through 
7-plus feet of water,” Tiede said, 
“Its top speed is about 67 mph.” 

He said it has a central tire in-
fl ation system, whereby its tire 
pressure can be dropped from 90 
pounds down to 20 pounds so it 
can go through rivers, streams, 
mud and sand. It automatically 
fi lls the tires back up using the 
air compressor off the truck.

The truck was rebuilt in 2009 
and sat for over 10 years until 
Tiede bought it. He owns two 
more cargo trucks.

Another tradition at car cruise 
nights is the rat rod, a throwback 
to the era of the 1920s to the 
1950s. Wikipedia says it’s a cus-
tom car with a deliberately worn-
down, unfi nished appearance, 
typically lacking paint, showing 
rust, and made from inexpensive 
or cast-off parts.

Exhibiting their rat rods on 
Monday were Louis Gardiner, 
Jeff Wolf and his son, Eric, all of 
Pendleton.

Gardiner drove his 1938 Dodge 
pickup and Jeff Wolf brought his 
1945 Chevy pickup. Gardiner 
chuckled as he called his 350 
small block, 4-barrel Chevy mo-
tor-powered truck “extremely 
loud.”

“Nothing is original on 
this,” he said. It’s got a home-

made frame.” 
Gardiner said the cab was cut 

out and dropped to set lower. It’s 
an automatic three-speed.

Wolf’s pickup sits on an S-10 
frame and is lowered 4 inches 
on springs. It has a 383 stroker 
500-horsepower engine, and all 
the sheet metal is original, from 
1945. 

“It runs pretty good,” he said. 
“I’ve been into hot-rodding for 30 
years or so, and I wanted some-
thing I didn’t have to polish. So 

I built this. I have a shiny car at 
home, and ever since we built 
this, I’ve been in this, instead.

On Monday, June 19, Cruisin’ 
the Wurlitzer will feature one of 
many special events this season: 
A night of open wheel, gassers 
and race cars. Cruise nights con-
tinue through Sept. 25.

Cool cars on display in North Tonawanda
Continued from Page 1

Top: Ed Trouse shows off his 1932 
Ford at “Cruisin’ at the Wurlitzer” on 
Monday evening. • Platter’s Choco-
late mascot Sammy Sponge, aka 
Brandon Samol of Grand Island, pos-
es with Emma Nist at Cruisin’ at the 
Wurlitzer. Platter’s Chocolate Factory 
and the Monday car cruises are both 
located at 908 Niagara Falls Blvd., 
North Tonawanda. Platter’s is one of 
the sponsors of the cruise nights.
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